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 Walter Wickiser Gallery is proud to announce an exhibition Larger Than Life by Edmund Ian Grant, Rowann 
Villency, Judith Vivell, and Susan Zises, from December 3rd through December 31st, 2013.
 Three of the painters in Larger Than Life --Rowann Villency, Susan Zises, and Judith Vivell-- are concerned 
with realist depictions of the natural world of plant and animal life, while the fourth, Edmund Ian Grant deals with psy-
chological realism of the human face and form.  Vivell and Zises approach their work in a straight representational 
manner, while Villency and Grant employ a more painterly style, closer to abstraction.  Yet all four painters have mas-
tered a distinctive large scale approach in presenting their subjects.
 The hauntingly compelling narrative paintings of Edward Ian Grant are psychologically edgy and expression-
istic in approach and style.  He integrates digital technology with acrylic by painting on digitized black and white mono 
prints.  The confrontational, gigantic heads in tight close-up recall artists of the early twentieth century such as German 
Expressionist painter Ernst Kirchner and School of Paris Spanish sculptor Pablo Gargallo.  
	 The	free	execution	of	painterly	pigment	in	Rowann	Villency’s	studies	of	fragmented,	floating	leaves	and	plants	
interprets rather than copies their form. She is supremely adept at capturing the passage of light over vegetative 
shapes, especially the momentary effects of dappling light and its’ glowing radiance.  Her energetic, calligraphic lines 
of simple motifs of meandering growth patterns harken back to the delicate gradations of soft color in Cezanne’s wa-
tercolors and the acrylic abstractions of Helen Frankenthaler. 
 Throughout Judith Vivell’s career, her purpose has been constant--to “paint spaces, shapes, and colors, not 
objects.”  In the bird series, which she has created over the past fourteen years, Vivell begins her process with pho-
tography, especially the use of the telephoto lens for apprehending her subjects. Her personal, intuitive approach is 
conveyed through her skill in capturing the delicacy and softness of their downy plumage and in their ever present 
potential	for	flight.	Searching	the	globe	on	five	continents,	she	photographs	a	variety	of	feathered	creatures	in	prepa-
rations for these exhilarating paintings. 
	 The	elegantly	simple	florals	of	Susan	Zises	which	fill	the	entire	picture	frame	in	close	focus	are	in	the	grand	
American	tradition	of	Buffie	Johnson	and	Georgia	O’Keeffe.		Her	fully	opened	blossoms	in	bright,	heightened	colors	
generally have a vertical orientation which gives them an anthropomorphic quality akin to dance.  In these oils on 
paper	a	sinuous	rhythm	of	lines	and	contours	characterizes	her	inscrutable	flowers.		These	lush	semi-exotic	plants	at	
the height of their bloom become emotional emblems of beauty and abundance.  Zises evokes the power of human 
gesture by expressionistically exaggerating natural forms with a counterpoint of softness and sharpness in the glowing 
petals and leaves.  

 An opening reception for Larger Than Life will be held on Thursday, December 12, from 6 - 8 p.m. For further 
information, please contact the gallery at (212) 941-1817, Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m.- 6 p.m.


