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  “Always concerned with both representation and abstraction, and retaining 
the east asian notion that all art is to some extent abstract. Ahn has allowed 
natural imagery and the process of abstraction to find varying levels of bal-
ance within his work. At Times nature comes to the fore, at times abstraction 
does so, the relative proportionality between them creating the basis for the 
fresh aesthetic equilibrium. 
  The compositions he sets up either exploit the psychological effects of col-
ors, or are an arrangement of his own desires - wishing to trace back the 
stream of time, but failing to produce any information to fulfill his pleasant 
wandering, to record the trace of his trails of the past on a blank white sheet, 
relying only on his own memory, could be futile waste of his labors for a 
vague and preposterous goal. Nevertheless, his work may be a process to af-
firm the non-redeemability of his own dreams through this perfect attrition 
of his energy.”
 
  Ahn’s work is greatly influenced by 
nature, specifically the cycles of nature 

as in Zen and other Eastern philosophies. Ascribing to the Eastern belief 
that nature is central to everything that exists, Ahn paints natural forms 
and environments, which he abstracts into brushstrokes, drips, and splat-
ters. Titles of his paintings reference trees, wind, and water, and include 
Broken Branch in the Rain, Old Zen Tree, and Wind, Rain, & Ocean. His 
swirls and drips portray the rapid, random, and untamed effects of natural 
forces. Asian American painterly abstractionists brought together their per-
sonal experience of Asian aesthetics with American abstract modes, creating 
a modern artistic synthesis of East and West.

 An opening reception for Don Ahn, Paintings From 1968 Through 2005 will be held 
on Saturday, March 3rd, from 6 - 8pm. For further information, please contact 
gallery at (212)941-1817, Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Under Water, Acrylic on canvas, 60”x36”, 

2000

Dragon, Acrylic on canvas, 60”x36”, 1999


