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Peter C. Stone - Untouchable Trees 

  
 Remote landscapes and their inhabitants have always been a lure for this artist, author, and educa- tor. 
His scholarship on cross-cultural symbology has led him with a field easel on his back across the mythic 
tableaux of North Wales, Australia, India, and Nepal’s Himalayas. As an accomplished sailor he has 
explored and painted along the coasts of New Zealand, England, Turkey, Labrador, Baffin Island, the 
mystical islands of Indonesia, and from the southern reaches of Patagonia to the Antarctic. These 
experiences inform his work and a unique self-taught style of Tonal-Realism, which incorporates the 
aesthetic of plein airisme with a sophisticated glazing technique. 
 “The result brings a visual and physical texture to the surfaces, while careful placement of varieties of 
saturated colors create a visual vibrancy and luminosity that is nearly palpable,” writes museum curator 
David Boyce, senior arts correspondent for the New Bedford Standard-Times in Massachusetts. “Yet 
beyond the purely technical achievements of his work, Peter Stone is at heart a deeply spiritual man. With 
great interests in ecology, mythology, history, and our stewardship of the planet using a fully in- tegrated 
multicultural and sustainable approach, he imbues all of his work with these interests, either by theme or 
actual representation, though specifically mythic beings are often tucked elusively within the densities of 
his imagery.” 
 The artist’s oil paintings and his latest book, The Untouchable Tree, An Illustrated Guide to Earthly 
Wisdom & Arboreal Delights (Skyhorse, 2008), bind all these elements together. Bestselling author John 
Perkins (The Secret History of the American Empire) has praised it as “Brilliant! Beautiful! A powerful 
vision that will nurture our abilities to think creatively and dream a peaceful sustainable world into being.” 
“Peter Stone sees from the heart, through the eyes of a shaman,” says author Llyn Roberts (Shamanic 
Reiki). “He invites us to do the same.” 
 The book’s foreword gives a reason for this summons: “One way to make that connection with the 
mystery in our lives is to discover the vast range of symbols revealed by those whom many indigenous 
cultures call the Standing People, symbols that can enable us to see familiar things with fresh eyes. In 
essence, that means allowing ourselves to actually learn from trees, to change the way we view the world 
and change our dream of how the world should be. 
 “For whenever we are struck by the scent of a blossom or the hue of brilliant foliage, these have the 
power to elicit a reaction of pure wonder. If we allow ourselves to stop, how many times might we gaze 
and utter, ‘God, how awesome!’ “In the wisdom of mystics and sages for millennia, such a simple act is 
one of participation... in divinity. When we open ourselves creatively to it, the nurturing power of trees 
also becomes a healing power for the landscapes and life forms on which we depend; the humane gives 
context to applications of the sciences and a reason for a new vision of the world... 
 “Thus, we have a chance to realize that the spark of divinity in us also lives within the untouchable tree.” 
Stone’s intricate and painterly oils are powerful invitations to allow ourselves to stop—and see what we 
haven’t seen before. Every viewing offers a miraculous journey toward peaceful sanctuaries, a gathering 
of wisdom and unforgettable delights. 
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